Virulence factors from Aeromonas species.
Isolates (116) of Aeromonas were obtained from various sources and subjected to tests to establish their virulence factors. A high number of the isolates (69.8%) were found to be enterotoxigenic. The isolates from snails had more enterotoxigenic strains (73.3%), while those from cattle faeces had the lowest (33.3%). Haemolysin production was found to be high (60.3%) amongst the isolates, and human isolates gave the highest number of haemolysin producing strains (70.6%), while the least number (33.3%) was obtained from cattle strains. About 50% of the strains produced both enterotoxin and haemolysin. The enzyme profile of the isolates included amylase, lecithinase, lipase and protease. There was no definite pattern in the elaboration of these enzymes and the production of haemolysin and enterotoxin, thus inferring that the production of these factors is not specific to the source. Two isolates were seen to produce none of these enzymes, and one was positive for enterotoxin and haemolysin production, leaving only one isolate which yielded none of these factors. The work adds more support to the pathogenicity of Aeromonas species, and indicates the existence of non-pathogenic strains.